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Open for Explomtion!

ADVENT ... the coming of God!

Advent Reflections: | Wonder as | Wander invites readers, congregational
groups, and families to observe the four weeks of Advent reflecting on texts
and themes of hope, love, joy and peace. It includes ritual, prayer, activities,
questions. VERY fine and ideal for entire congregational use as part of the
Book of Faith family of resources. (AFP)

Christmas, Festival of Incarnation by Donald Heinz is
a beautiful overview of the cultural history of Christmas,
a call to “authentic celebration.” Additional study
resources available online at http://fortresspress.com/
store/item.jsp?clsid=202731&productgroupid=0 (AFP)

Sundays and Seasons, Year A, 2011 As we begin a
new church year, the very best resources for worship
planning are found here. It includes preparation for
each season, weekly texts, seasonal rites, music and
so much more. Take a look at our preview copy or

subscribe online at www.sundaysandseasons.com
This is a must-have for every congregation. (AFP)

For individuals, groups, families, confirmation students—don’t forget Bread
for the Day 2011. This beautiful collection of readings, prayers, table graces,
hymns and rituals is a rich companion for the new church year! (AFP)

For midweek worship in Advent, the Resource Center has a variety of
services available for loan. They include Flames for the Faithful, The Word
Fulfilled, A Place Prepare, A Child is Born in Bethlehem, More Services for
the Advent Wreath, and more.

An especially beautiful book for celebrating Advent and Christmas, Winter:
Celebrating the Season in a Christian Home by Peter Mazar combines
readings, images, and reflections. (Liturgy Training Publications)

Christmas programs are available for many kinds of settings. Call the
resource center for help!

For adult study, Sing the Faith: Carols of Christmas is a pleasing way to
reflect on five well-known Christmas carols including Once in David’s Royal
City, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Joy to the World and more. Five sessions.
(AFP)

Paula Gooder’s The Spirit of Advent: the Meaning is in the Waiting is a
lovely book of meditations focusing on the spiritual practice of waiting.
Provocative and insightful! (Paraclete Press)

For daily reflection, I'm eager to read The Christmas Mystery. This “perfect
Christmas tale” by Norwegian novelist Jostein Gaarder comes highly
recommended!

DVDs for group use include “Advent Conspiracy: Can Christmas Still
Change the World?”; five compelling 2-3 minute video illustrations about
Jesus’ birth in “Advent”; “Advent Calendar on DVD”; “The Christmas Story”;
and “Best Christmas Pageant Ever.”

Life is for Living: Advent Reflections based on the O Antiphons is a
beautiful set of reflections by Joan Chittister. (Benetvision)
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